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Evaluating the ECONOMIC IMPACT of
SHARED USE PATHS in North Carolina

MARCH 2018

Shared use paths, also known as GREENWAYS,
provide a shared space for bicycle and
pedestrian travel outside of the roadway.

This project’s objective was to design and test
an approach for measuring the economic
contributions of greenways in North Carolina.
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How This All Started
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Singing River Trail Committee

Launch 2035 Land Use (Singing River Trail) Committee

Nancy Robertson TARCOG Paige Colburn City of Huntsville
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VISION

The Singing River Trail (SRT) is a world-class resource
that connects the region, celebrates Native American
heritage, provides educational opportunities, contributes
to economic development, and enhances the quality of
life for residents and visitors throughout North Alabama.
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"The Singing River Trail will be a great addition to
the transportation system in the North Alabama
Region by providing relief of traffic congestion,
added health benefits and promoting tourism.”

Dewayne Hellums, Director, Decatur Area MPO

“Connecting the proposed new Athens Recreation Center, the expanded
Athens Sportsplex and the Swan Creek Greenway National Recreation
Trail will be vital asset to assist in the growth and development of

the Athens Area. The Singing River Trail will connect our downtown
communities and neighborhoods to the south and east!”

Mayor William “Ronnie” Marks, City of Athens



Economic and Health Impact
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How the Singing River Trail will Benefit the
Health and Economies of Madison, Morgan,
and Limestone Counties
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Transportation Benefits Economic Benefits

$866,000 _—$10,890,000

$1.400,000

Health Benefits

$13,156,000

TOTAL ANNUAL
DIRECT BENEFITS

[ (4
[
410,000 N do
non-local trail users (estimated) would
use the proposed trail each year.







ROCKET CORRIDOR

BOTANICAL GARDEN TO
MADISON BASEBALL PARK
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FINAL DRAFT
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CHAPTER & PHASE ONE PROJECTS
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Governors House, Huntsville




























Hobbs Street in Athens, AL












Singing River Trail
Land Use Committee

RESPOMNSIBILITIES: Serve as liaison between Launch
2035 and partnering agency, contribute to public and
stakeholder engagement, assistin funding strategies

RESPONSIBILITIES: Champion trail, develop trail,
ensure trail is “world class,” seek funding, assist with

land acquisition

Board of Directors

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

Cities of Huntsville,

Madison, Decatur,

Athens, other Local
Agencies

RESPOMSIBILITIES: Develop greemvay as

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

TARCOG, NARCOG,
Decatur Area MPO,
Huntsville Area
MPO

RESPONSIBILITIES: Serve as funding

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

State of Alabama and

Federal Agencies

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

Foundations

and Donors

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

Land Trust

RESPOMNSIBILITIES: Serve as funding

RESPONSIBILITIES: Fund the Trail,

RESPONSIBILITIES: Assist with

partner to Launch 2035, contribute funding,
own and maintain after trail completed

agent for federally funded segments,
assistin seeking federal and state funding,
incorporate into planning

agent for federally funded segments,
assistin seeking federal and state funding,
incorporate into planning

seek other funding partners land acquisition

PARTNER

Residents,

PARTNER

Chambers of
Commerce/Business
and Industry

PARTNER PARTNER

Small Towns Schools, Universities,

Property Owners,
and Developers

(Triana, Mooresville) and Colleges




Landowner
Discussions



(Above Right) Patty Pryor escorted by Clyde Whitworth
and being crowned Queen by David Breland.
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Online Resources singingrivertrail.com
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SINGING RIVER TRAIL

Connecting the past, present, and future of North Alabama

START EXPLORING



Who’s Next in Alabama and Mississippi?



Alabama Trail

The Alabama Trail will be a 550-mile Ior? wildermness footpath for hiking
and backpacking that will stretch from Fort Morgan to the Alabama-

Tennessee state line.
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