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City of Dothan

Comprehensive Revisions to the City of 
Dothan Zoning Ordinance

Nominated by Timothy W. Brown
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The Need
•Zoning first adopted as an ordinance in 1966.
•Amended numerous times; most of the current ordinance dates 
from the mid 1970s.
•Many Conflicting and confusing Provisions, Some not enforced, 
other provisions not responsive to the market.  Most standards 
out of date.
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The Methodology
• August 2008, Zoning Ordinance Rewrite Committee 

established.
• Local builders, architect, developer, engineers, business 

community representatives and planning commission 
members plus staff.

• Met bi‐weekly for 2 hours to review staff research and 
develop recommendations to PC

• Over 1200 volunteer man‐hours to date.
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Traditional Euclidean Structure
• Part I focused on the basic components of a zoning 

ordinance:  use, height, bulk and density.
• Definitions greatly expanded and illustrated
• Development Plan approval streamlined.

• Created an in‐house approval process for smaller projects (less than 
25,000 sq. ft. GFA). 
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Created new approval procedures for home occupations
• Qualifying home occupations approved by staff. 
• Non‐qualifying home occupations approved by the BZA.

• Introduces a “Letter of de minimis” for minor encroachments (10% of 
any dimensional regulation, not to exceed 12 inches. 

• Not a variance and does not legitimize an encroachment
• Gives the recipient the assurance that enforcement action will not be pursued unless 

the encroachment is increased.
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Land Uses realigned and expanded
• New code organizes land uses in tables by district.
• Each use shown as permitted (P), permitted with approval of a special 

exception (S), or prohibited (Blank). 
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District 
Regulations also 
realigned and 
put in a table 
format
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Townhouse Regulations –This article revised construction 
and planning the standards for Townhouse developments.

Special Districts –This article revised the standards for 
planned unit developments (PUDs) and the Downtown 
Overlay District

Supplemental Regulations (Part II) – This article is in 
development and will include revised standards for off-street 
parking and loading, signs and billboards and buffers and 
landscaping.


