2012 ALAPA Awards

Outstanding Media Coverage

This award recognizes outstanding media coverage of
planning issues in written or broadcast media by a
newspapet, television station, magazine, or radio station.

Alabama Chapter of the American

Planning Association



2012 ALAPA Awards

Tuscaloosa News

Coverage of the

“Tuscaloosa Forward, A Strategic
Community Plan to Renew and Rebuild”

Nominated by Mr. John McConnell

Alabama Chapter of the American

Planning Association



2012 ALAPA Awards
Outstanding Media Coverage

The Tuscaloosa News provided outstanding media coverage to
the citizens of Tuscaloosa County in the days after the storm.
Their continued effort to provide information to the
community in an open and subjective format was excellent. In
addition to editorials and other relevant stories, the News
printed the entire planning draft for the recovery for the public
to view.
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Lonsultants outline vision ror rebuidaing city

By Jason Morton
Staff Writer

TUSCALOOSA | A Kansas City, Mo.,
consulting firm on Tuesday offered a
vision for reconstructing a better city
after the destruction of the April 27
tornado that hit Tuscaloosa.

The firm, BNIM, introduced itself
to residents during the weekly City
Council meeting at City Hall.

But BNIM, which was awarded a
$250,000 contract last week by the
council, said it has no intentions of
shaping the city on its own.

Robert ]. Berkehile, a principal for
BNIM, told the City Council that the
process for constructing a plan to re-
build Tuscaloosa will require a “full,
robust community dialog.”

“Allowing the whole community to
be a part of the dialog will contribute

greatly to your success,” Berkebile
said.

BNIM will host a town hall on
June 30 and has established two
websites, tuscaloosaforward.com
and townhall.tuscaloosaforward.
com, to immediately begin the con-
versation.

The websites will operate in con-
junction with the city task force that
was formed to help craft a master plan

for rebuilding the devastated areas of
the city.

The websites also bear the new
name of group: Tuscaloosa Forward
Task Force. Its name was changed
from the Rebuild Tuscaloosa Task
Force in part because the website
bearing the “Rebuild Tuscaloosa”
name already had been claimed, offi-
cials said.

At tuscaloosaforward.com, resi-
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dents will be able to follow along with
the progress of the task force and the
BNIM consultants as they work to-
ward a July 15 deadline to craft a pre-
liminary master plan for develop-
ment.

But at townhall.tuscaloosaforward.
com, residents can offer ideas about
what they would like to see as part of
the new Tuscaloosa. The website also
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